
 

 

 
 

15, April, 2019 

ArcelorMittal Poland Kraków unit plants 70,000 tree s for 70 years of 

Nowa Huta 

A new forest is being planted in Nowa Huta where the Polish plant of Kraków is 

located. This is one of the initiatives of ArcelorMittal Poland to celebrate with the city 

the 70th anniversary of the founding of both our steel plant and the Nowa Huta 

district. On 26 March, representatives of the board of ArcelorMittal Poland including 

chairman Geert Verbeeck, plant directors and employees of the Kraków steel plant 

planted 70 oaks, initiating the "70,000 trees for 70 years of Nowa Huta" campaign. 

Just behind the oak trees planted today, our colleagues will successively plant many 

more trees. Ultimately, on the area of nearly 12 hectares, 70,000 seedlings will be 

planted – oaks, small-leaved lime, hornbeam or sycamore. These species are 

adequately matched to the existing ecosystem.  

Krakow wants to join the group of Polish cities, which – like Katowice – can enjoy 

forests covering nearly 40 percent of the city's space. 

“Our afforestation plan assumes that by 2040 forests will cover 8 percent of Krakow's 

area. At the moment, wooded areas constitute only 4.3 percent. The initiative of the 

Krakow steel plant fits perfectly into urban needs, because greenery is very important 

for residents. The planting action of 70,000 trees for Nowa Huta makes us all the 

more pleased that we no longer have enough of our own land,” says mayor of 

Krakow Jacek Majchrowski.  

The Krakow steel plant has been supporting initiatives that allow creating green 

gardens and squares for the residents of Nowa Huta, such as the "Gardens of Nowa 

Huta" project which, together with the Cultural Centre Norwida, has already created 

14 social estate gardens and supported the planting of new trees and shrubs in the 

Bieńczycki Planty. 
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“The 70th anniversary of the founding of the steel plant and Nowa Huta is an 

important jubilee, which we want to celebrate in a way that will leave something 

lasting and useful for our neighbours, the residents of Nowa Huta and Krakow. Trees 

are one of the most valuable elements of urban space. We eagerly allocated our own 

land for afforestation so that our employees planted trees for themselves, their 

families and neighbours from Nowa Huta,” says Geert Verbeeck, chairman of the 

board of ArcelorMittal Poland. 

“Over the last 70 years, our Krakow steel plant has become a completely different 

plant, which constantly invests and limits its impact on the environment. We are 

changing and we hope that our metallurgical forest will also be an impulse for further 

green changes in the city's space,” he adds. 

The 70 oak trees planted in Nowa Huta today inaugurated the planting of 70,000 

trees. The forest will grow successively, in the months that favour tree planting – in 

spring and autumn this and next year. Young trees will be fenced to protect them 

from destruction by wild boars, roe deer and hares. In the future, when the trees grow 

older, the fence will no longer be needed. 

“ArcelorMittal Poland is a good example of responsible business, paying attention to 

the needs of the place where it operates. Our cooperation, in which we try to create 

more greenery for residents, is doing very well, and it benefits both the city and the 

residents. The tree planting action shows that the responsibility for the afforestation 

of the city lies not only on the side of officials, but all of us, including companies 

operating in Krakow,” says Łukasz Pawlik, deputy director of the Municipal 

Management Board in Krakow. “We would like other companies, following this 

example, to contribute to the afforestation of the city.” 

Forest areas, parks and green spaces play a very important role in cities, as trees 

produce oxygen and absorb pollutants, which has a significant impact on air quality. 

A hectare of adult forest within 24 hours produces about 700 kilograms of oxygen, 

satisfying the daily demand of 2.5 thousand people. 
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About ArcelorMittal Poland 

ArcelorMittal Poland is the biggest steel producer on the Polish market with about 70% of production capacity of the Polish steel 
industry. The company consists of five steel plants located in Krakow, Dabrowa Gornicza, Sosnowiec, Swietochlowice and 
Chorzow. It also owns the largest coke plant in Europe – ZK Zdzieszowice. ArcelorMittal Poland employs over 10,000 people 
and over 14,000 if subsidiaries are taken into account. The company produces a wide range of long, flat, special and semi 
products for construction, transport and white goods industries. 

The company has transformed Polish steelmaking. It has invested  PLN 7 bn in modernizing every stage of the production 
process. Thanks to increasing H&S standards, the company has reduced its accident frequency rate by more than 90 percent. It 
has decreased the CO2 emissions by 25 percent, thanks to which it has become more environmentally friendly. The company is 
1 of 3 companies worldwide able to produce 120 meter rails. 

ArcelorMittal Poland is consistently engaged in supporting local communities  by carrying out educational, health and safety 
programmes. The company has invested over PLN 21 m in these projects.  

For more information visit poland.arcelormittlal.com 

 

 

ArcelorMittal is the world's leading steel and mining company, with a presence in 60 countries and an industrial footprint in 18 
countries. Guided by a philosophy to produce safe, sustainable steel, we are the leading supplier of quality steel in the major 
global steel markets including automotive, construction, household appliances and packaging, with world-class research and 
development and outstanding distribution networks.  

Through our core values of sustainability, quality and leadership, we operate responsibly with respect to the health, safety and 
wellbeing of our employees, contractors and the communities in which we operate. 

For us, steel is the fabric of life, as it is at the heart of the modern world from railways to cars and washing machines. We are 
actively researching and producing steel-based technologies and solutions that make many of the products and components 
people use in their everyday lives more energy efficient.  

We are one of the world’s five largest producers of iron ore and metallurgical coal. With a geographically diversified portfolio of 
iron ore and coal assets, we are strategically positioned to serve our network of steel plants and the external global market. 
While our steel operations are important customers, our supply to the external market is increasing as we grow.  

In 2018, ArcelorMittal had revenues of $76.0 billion and crude steel production of 92.5 million metric tonnes, while own iron ore 
production reached 58.5 million metric tonnes.  

ArcelorMittal is listed on the stock exchanges of New York (MT), Amsterdam (MT), Paris (MT), Luxembourg (MT) and on the 
Spanish stock exchanges of Barcelona, Bilbao, Madrid and Valencia (MTS).  

For more information about ArcelorMittal please visit: http://corporate.arcelormittal.com/ 

 

 


