
Page 1 of 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Krakow pupils are testing the first racks from old stoves 
 

Krakow, November 21, 2018 

 

More than a hundred bicycle racks, which were made of steel obtained from old, non-

ecological stoves used by Krakow residents, will go to local schools. From today, 

students of Primary School No. 67 can use them and soon also nineteen other Cracow 

schools will receive their bunch. Not only the environment will benefit from recycling 

steel from the old stoves, but also the infrastructure - ecological, because of cycling. 

 

Bicycle stands, resembling the Krakow Cloth Hall, were made of old coal stoves, which the 

inhabitants of Krakow exchanged for ecological heating sources. The ArcelorMittal Poland 

plant in Krakow has collected scrap metal and melted it into useful bicycle racks that will serve 

mainly children and youth. 

 

 Racks for using and educating 

 

- In our school we have many students who ride bicycles. That's why when we heard about the 

vote in which we could win such stands for our school, we did not hesitate for a second  - says 

Kornelia Szklarska, director of Primary School No. 67. - We participate in many initiatives that 

help care for the environment. This one not only encourages Kraków residents to replace old 

furnaces, but also allows these furnaces to be recycled. And our children will benefit - adds 

director Szklarska.  

 

Pupils and teachers from Primary School No. 67 mobilized families and friends to vote on the 

jutrobezsmogu.pl website. - Everyone got involved in the vote: students, teachers and our 

families. We gained the most votes and won first place, out of 50 schools, thanks to which the 

first 10 stands were installed in front of our school. They will serve students and will be a 

pretext for environmental education and information about the low-emission reduction program 

- emphasizes Kornelia Szklarska, director of the winning school. Five stands will also receive 

another 19 schools, which received the most votes in the online voting. The localization of the 

stands was chosen by voting, as well as the stand's design selected from among nearly 200 

submitted proposals. 

 

PLN 150 in bonus and stand for free 

 

The cooperation for cleaner air in Krakow is an initiative of the Krakow plant of ArcelorMittal 

Poland and the City Hall of Krakow. Since the beginning of the year, the company has been 

paying a PLN 150 bonus to residents who after January 1, 2018 decided to replace the stoves 
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fired with coal or wood for a low-emission heating source subsidized by the city office. 

- We have been investing in projects for years that allow us to limit the impact of our plants on 

the environment. We have already spent PLN 3 billion for this purpose. We know how much 

impact on air quality has so-called low emissions arising during the heating of flats and houses 

with low-quality fuels, we wanted to support the City Hall's efforts to limit it - says Geert 

Verbeeck, CEO and deputy chairman of the board of ArcelorMittal Poland. - This project is 

also an excellent opportunity to show that steel accompanies us from dawn to dusk and that it 

can be processed indefinitely. 

 

The Krakow plant has so far collected almost 600 old furnaces, which it gradually melts into 

bicycle stands. - Not from every furnace did we managed to collect an equally large amount of 

scrap, because the quality of the material was not always suitable, so that it could be melt it in 

our steel plant - explains Geert Verbeeck, CEO and deputy chairman of the board of 

ArcelorMittal Poland. After cleaning and removing all non-metallic elements from one furnace, 

it was possible to make on average two stands, each weighing approximately 30 kilograms. 

The production of the first batch of racks began in September and lasted over a month. - The 

first 120 bike racks are mainly for use in Krakow's schools, but we are going to produce more 

from the other furnaces, because the exchange of ovens significantly accelerated before the 

new heating season - emphasizes Geert Verbeeck. 

 

- We have done a lot, however the exchange of old stoves till Septemeber 2019 is still one of 

the biggest challenges for the city. Each and every support received in fulfilling this goal is very 

valuable for us, that is why I am glad that large companies - like ArcelorMittal - support the 

municipal exchange of old stoves programme. All the more so because scrap from the 

remelted stoves will contribute to the development of ecological bicycle transport. Each 

subsequent stand is a new parking space for bicycles, the widespread use of which 

significantly contributes to the improvement of air quality – comments the Mayor of Krakow, 

Jacek Majchrowski. 

 
Contact / additional information: 

Sylwia Winiarek, spokesperson, ArcelorMittal Poland 

tel. +48 32 776 76 30 

e-mail: sylwia.winiarek@arcelormittal.com 

 

About ArcelorMittal Poland 

ArcelorMittal Poland is the biggest steel producer on the Polish market with about 70% of production capacity of the Polish steel 
industry. The company consists of five steel plants located in Krakow, Dabrowa Gornicza, Sosnowiec, Swietochlowice and 
Chorzow. It also owns the largest coke plant in Europe – ZK Zdzieszowice. ArcelorMittal Poland employs over 11,000 people and 
over 14,000 if subsidiaries are taken into account. The company produces a wide range of long, flat, special and semi products for 
construction, transport and white goods industries. 

The company has transformed Polish steelmaking. It has invested  PLN 6 bn in modernizing every stage of the production 
process. Thanks to increasing H&S standards, the company has reduced its accident frequency rate by more than 90 percent. It 
has decreased the CO2 emissions by 25 percent, thanks to which it has become more environmentally friendly. The company is 1 
of 3 companies worldwide able to produce 120 meter rails. 

ArcelorMittal Poland is consistently engaged in supporting local communities  by carrying out educational, health and safety 
programmes. The company has invested over PLN 16 m in these projects.  

For more information visit poland.arcelormittlal.com 

ArcelorMittal is the world's leading steel and mining company, with a presence in 60 countries and an industrial footprint in 18 
countries. Guided by a philosophy to produce safe, sustainable steel, we are the leading supplier of quality steel in the major 
global steel markets including automotive, construction, household appliances and packaging, with world-class research and 
development and outstanding distribution networks.  
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Through our core values of sustainability, quality and leadership, we operate responsibly with respect to the health, safety and 
wellbeing of our employees, contractors and the communities in which we operate. 

For us, steel is the fabric of life, as it is at the heart of the modern world from railways to cars and washing machines. We are 
actively researching and producing steel-based technologies and solutions that make many of the products and components 
people use in their everyday lives more energy efficient.  

We are one of the world’s five largest producers of iron ore and metallurgical coal. With a geographically diversified portfolio of 
iron ore and coal assets, we are strategically positioned to serve our network of steel plants and the external global market. While 
our steel operations are important customers, our supply to the external market is increasing as we grow.  

In 2017, ArcelorMittal had revenues of $68.7 billion and crude steel production of 93.1 million metric tonnes, while own iron ore 

production reached 57.4 million metric tonnes. 

ArcelorMittal is listed on the stock exchanges of New York (MT), Amsterdam (MT), Paris (MT), Luxembourg (MT) and on the 
Spanish stock exchanges of Barcelona, Bilbao, Madrid and Valencia (MTS).  

For more information about ArcelorMittal please visit: http://corporate.arcelormittal.com/ 
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