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Krakow, April 24, 2018 

"The second life of old furnaces" competition 

A competition to design the bike racks, which ArcelorMittal Poland will produce from steel 

recovered from old furnaces liquidated by the Krakow’s residents is about to start. The main 

prize is implementation of design and PLN 3000 in cash. Ready bike racks made in accordance 

with the selected design will appear in the city in the autumn. Their locations will be selected by 

Krakow’s residents via online poll. 

- We welcome people with ideas, who would like to design a bike rack for Krakow to join the competition 

- says Marcin Wójcik, Krakow's Cycling Officer and Jury Member of the competition. - Two things are 

important, i.e. imagination of the author and the practicality of the idea to assure that designed bike rack 

is durable, provides comfortable support, and offers possibility to safely lock the bike - he adds. 

Participants do not have to prepare a detailed technical drawing, because it will be made by a 

professional before production of racks.  

- Steel is a material that can be recycled almost indefinitely. That is why we will use scrap from old 

furnaces and in Krakow’s ArcelorMittal Poland steel mill we will turn it into steel again, which then will be 

used for the production of bicycle racks according to winning design. Old furnaces will return to 

Krakow's residents in completely new form - says Geert Verbeeck, CEO and Vice Chairman of the 

Board of ArcelorMittal Poland. - For many years now we carry out investments to mitigate the impact of 

our plants on the environment. We have invested over PLN 3 billion in the modernization of Krakow’s 

steel mills. Now through the campaign "Jutro bez smogu" (Smog free tomorrow) we join city's Low 

Emission Reduction Programme, which is the main source of smog - he adds.  

To increase motivation of residents to replace old furnaces with ecological sources of heat, the 

company prepared a cash bonus in the amount of PLN 150 for the first 1,000 people who will replace 

furnace with the use of funding from the city office.  

The organizer of the competition ArcelorMittal Poland founded the cash prizes for the best three 

designs. The Grand Prize is PLN 3,000. Contest entries can be submitted until May 11 to the following 

address: konkurs@arcelormittal.com. The jury will select the 3 most interesting designs, and Internet 

users shall select the best one via online vote. Announcement of results is scheduled for May 28. Mr 

Paweł Ścigalski, a delegate of the President of the city of Krakow responsible for air quality assumed 
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patronage over the competition. Details about the contest and ArcelorMittal Poland bonus programme 

can be found here www.jutrobezsmogu.pl.  

In the fall Krakow’s residents will be invited to participate in the online poll, in which they will indicate 

locations for new bike racks. The first bike rack will be installed in Krakow on October 24, i.e. on the 

International Bicycle Day.  

 
Contact / additional information: 

Sylwia Winiarek, spokesperson, ArcelorMittal Poland 

tel. +48 32 776 76 30 

e-mail: sylwia.winiarek@arcelormittal.com 

 

Marzena Rogozik 

tel. +48 12 290 40 25 

e-mail: marzena.rogozik@arcelormittal.com 

About ArcelorMittal Poland 

ArcelorMittal Poland is the biggest steel producer on the Polish market with about 70% of production capacity of the Polish steel 
industry. The company consists of five steel plants located in Krakow, Dabrowa Gornicza, Sosnowiec, Swietochlowice and 
Chorzow. It also owns the largest coke plant in Europe – ZK Zdzieszowice. ArcelorMittal Poland employs over 11,000 people and 
over 14,000 if subsidiaries are taken into account. The company produces a wide range of long, flat, special and semi products for 
construction, transport and white goods industries. 

The company has transformed Polish steelmaking. It has invested  PLN 6 bn in modernizing every stage of the production 
process. Thanks to increasing H&S standards, the company has reduced its accident frequency rate by more than 90 percent. It 
has decreased the CO2 emissions by 25 percent, thanks to which it has become more environmentally friendly. The company is 1 
of 3 companies worldwide able to produce 120 meter rails. 

ArcelorMittal Poland is consistently engaged in supporting local communities  by carrying out educational, health and safety 
programmes. The company has invested over PLN 16 m in these projects.  

For more information visit poland.arcelormittlal.com 

 

 

ArcelorMittal is the world's leading steel and mining company, with a presence in 60 countries and an industrial footprint in 18 
countries. Guided by a philosophy to produce safe, sustainable steel, we are the leading supplier of quality steel in the major 
global steel markets including automotive, construction, household appliances and packaging, with world-class research and 
development and outstanding distribution networks.  

Through our core values of sustainability, quality and leadership, we operate responsibly with respect to the health, safety and 
wellbeing of our employees, contractors and the communities in which we operate. 

For us, steel is the fabric of life, as it is at the heart of the modern world from railways to cars and washing machines. We are 
actively researching and producing steel-based technologies and solutions that make many of the products and components 
people use in their everyday lives more energy efficient.  

We are one of the world’s five largest producers of iron ore and metallurgical coal. With a geographically diversified portfolio of 
iron ore and coal assets, we are strategically positioned to serve our network of steel plants and the external global market. While 
our steel operations are important customers, our supply to the external market is increasing as we grow.  

In 2017, ArcelorMittal had revenues of $68.7 billion and crude steel production of 93.1 million metric tonnes, while own iron ore 

production reached 57.4 million metric tonnes. 

ArcelorMittal is listed on the stock exchanges of New York (MT), Amsterdam (MT), Paris (MT), Luxembourg (MT) and on the 
Spanish stock exchanges of Barcelona, Bilbao, Madrid and Valencia (MTS).  

For more information about ArcelorMittal please visit: http://corporate.arcelormittal.com/ 
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