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Krakow, February 18, 2021

ArcelorMittal Poland has completed an investment on the pickling
line at the cold rolling mill in Kraków
Process safety and constant quality of manufactured products are the key assumptions of the
recently completed modernization of the pickling line in the cold rolling mill in Krakow. The
sheets cleaned here are then used to produce structural elements: gas cylinders or by the
automotive industry for the production of e.g. steel car rims. The products from the cold
rolling mill are also sold to customers from the household appliances segment - to produce
washing machines, refrigerators and dishwashers. The investment, which is part of the
development plan for the downstream operations in the Krakow unit of ArcelorMittal Poland
cost almost PLN 8 million.
Sheet up to 2 kilometers long produced at the hot rolling mill in Krakow, one of the most modern
plants of this type in Europe, is coiled and then delivered to the customer or for further processing –
at the cold rolling mill in Krakow.
Hot rolled coils must be cleaned of the so-called scales, i.e. mixtures of iron oxides formed during hot
rolling. Pickling i.e. cleaning the sheet metal from surface defects in a hydrochloric acid s olution,
takes place on a 250-metre long pickling line.
It was this part of the plant - the acid regeneration plant – that was modernized. - Hydrochloric acid
used to clean metal sheets circulates in a sealed closed circuit. The used solution goes to a
regeneration station, where its properties are restored so that we can use it again - explains Wojciech
Koszuta, COO of the Quality and Flat Products at ArcelorMittal Poland.
Replacing the tanks at the hydrochloric acid regeneration plant was a real challenge. In order to place
these tanks in the bay - columns with a height of several meters - it was necessary to rebuild the roof
and install special openable covers. The very process of producing the columns was unusual,
because due to the fact that they could not be made of steel the technology of their production was
applied based on a method similar to that used in the construction of the hulls of sailing yachts. A
glass mat soaked in a special resin is applied in layers to the mould. Then the resin is chemically
hardened, providing the walls of the tank with the required strength and a guarantee of operational
reliability and tightness for 30 years. The investment cost almost PLN 8 million.
- As we have declared, we are consistently investing in the development of the downstream
operations in our unit in Krakow. The assortment produced by the cold and hot rolling mill is of really
high quality, which is why it is appreciated not only on the local but also foreign markets - emphasizes
Sanjay Samaddar, chairman and CEO of ArcelorMittal Poland. - Our sheets are used to produce
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white goods, which all of us use every day: cookers, washing machines, dishwashers, but also
automotive parts, e.g. steel rims. Without them it is difficult to imagine our everyday life.
Do you know that…
• the thinnest hot-rolled sheet in coil is approx. 2 kilometers long after unfolding. This is as much as
the planned western bypass of Zielonki will be - Wolbromska Route.
• the pickling line is 250 meters long. That is as much as the railway bridge over the Vistula between
Kraków Nowa Huta Północ and Podgrabie Wisła train stops.
• the cost of modernization of the hydrochloric acid regeneration station is over PLN almost 8 million as much as the city of Krakow plans to spend on the redevelopment of the market in Stary Kleparz.
• over 20 tons of resin and glass mat were used for the construction of new columns and process
channels, which is the weight of more than 10 "heads" - sculptures by Mitoraj standing on the Main
Square in Krakow.
• to install the tanks used a crane with a lifting capacity of 130 tons, which could lift 5 papal stones
such as the one located in Krakow's Błonia Park.
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About ArcelorMittal Poland

ArcelorMittal Poland is the biggest steel producer on the Polish market with about 70% of production capacity of the Polish steel
industry. The company consists of five steel plants located in Krakow, Dabrowa Gornicza, Sosnowiec, Swietochlowice and
Chorzow. It also owns the largest coke plant in Europe – ZK Zdzieszowice. ArcelorMittal Poland employs over 10,000 people and
over 14,000 if subsidiaries are taken into account. The company produces a wide range of long, flat, special and semi products for
construction, transport and white goods industries.
The company has transformed Polish steelmaking. It has invested PLN 7 bn in modernizing every stage of the production
process. Thanks to increasing H&S standards, the company has reduced its accident frequency rate by more than 90 percent. It
has decreased the CO2 emissions by 37 percent, thanks to which it has become more environmentally friendly. The company is 1
of 3 companies worldwide able to produce 120-meter rails.
ArcelorMittal Poland is consistently engaged in supporting local communities by carrying out educational, health and safety
programmes. The company has invested over PLN 21 m in these projects.
For more information visit poland.arcelormittlal.com
ArcelorMittal is the world's leading steel and mining company, with a presence in 60 countries and an industrial footprint in 18
countries. Guided by a philosophy to produce safe, sustainable steel, we are the leading supplier of quality steel in the major
global steel markets including automotive, construction, household appliances and packaging, with world-class research and
development and outstanding distribution networks.
Through our core values of sustainability, quality and leadership, we operate responsibly with respect to the health, safety and
wellbeing of our employees, contractors and the communities in which we operate.
For us, steel is the fabric of life, as it is at the heart of the modern world from railways to cars and washing machines. We are
actively researching and producing steel-based technologies and solutions that make many of the products and components
people use in their everyday lives more energy efficient.
We are one of the world’s five largest producers of iron ore and metallurgical coal. With a geographically diversified portfolio of
iron ore and coal assets, we are strategically positioned to serve our network of steel plants and the external global market. While
our steel operations are important customers, our supply to the external market is increasing as we grow.
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In 2020, ArcelorMittal had revenues of $53.3 billion and crude steel production of 71.5 million metric tonnes, while iron ore
production reached 58.0 million metric tonnes.
ArcelorMittal is listed on the stock exchanges of New York (MT), Amsterdam (MT), Paris (MT), Luxembourg (MT) and on the
Spanish stock exchanges of Barcelona, Bilbao, Madrid and Valencia (MTS).
For more information about ArcelorMittal please visit: http://corporate.arcelormittal.com/
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